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Dutchman, commanded William's forces; the Irish were IB
the hands of Saint Ruth, a French general sent from Versailles;
but they remained devoted as ever to Sarsfield, and unhappily
Saint Ruth and Sarsfield disliked each other. Athlone was
attacked by Ginkle in June 1691; he was soon master of the
part of the town along the Leinster shore of the Shannon; but
he encountered a stubborn resistance on the Con naught shore,
where part of the Irish army held a fort on the passage. The
assailants were more than once beaten off from the bridge
which spanned the stream near the centre of the place; but
they crossed on the 30th by a ford lower down and drove the
enemy out of the fort, which they seized. Saint Ruth had
remained inactive in his camp hard by; he had had angry
disputes with Sarsfield; the fatal divisions of Ireland had
appeared once more.
The French commander, stung to the quick by a defeat
due to his own neglect, now determined to fight a pitched
battle. Sarsfield, a much abler soldier, protested in vain; Saint
Ruth would not listen to the advice of his colleague. He
drew together all the forces at hand, and placed them in a
position of formidable strength, their front covered by a bog
near the valley of the Suck, their flanks protected on either
side by obstacles, and on the left by the hamlet and the old castk
of Aghrim, No effort was spared to arouse the hearts of his
men; he harangued regiments in person and bade them
do or die; priests with crucifixes passed along the ranks
and adjured them to fight for their homes and their faith.
Ginkle had reached the enemy by the isth of July, at the
head of about 20,000 men; the Irish were not more than
25,000, but they held a position of such vantage that Ginkle
hesitated for a time to attack. The battle began at about five
in the afternoon; an attempt against the right of the Irish
failed; and Ginkle's army endeavoured in vain to make its way
through the yielding morass, and to fall in force on the